IS    POLAND    LOST?

an old woman, to yet another hiding place. This
was accomplished despite the fact that Lublin
was now crowded with detectives from Warsaw,
who had come specially to discover the per-
petrators of the crime.

Many women couriers, trudging over snow and
ice with important messages, lost their way and
strayed into homesteads occupied by Russian
soldiers. In all cases where the messages were found
on them they were tortured to reveal the names
of other members of the organization or other
information. But they never succumbed and
went to their deaths calmly.

The activities of the women in the P.O.W.
continued and extended throughout the war.
The German occupation of Russian Poland
brought them little relief. The Russians tried to
repress the Polish movement for independence
with blood and iron, and they seemed to take a
special delight in throwing educated Polish women
into prison among prostitutes and the like. The
Germans, having benefited by the aid of the Poles,
found their ambition for national independence
inconvenient and interned or jailed a great
many members of the P.O.W., including women.
They established internment camps at Holz-
minden, Hammer Laon, and elsewhere, and kept
the Polish women there, with French, Belgian
and British prisoners. In Austria many Poles were
jailed for 'insulting the Emperor* or other
* offences*. Moreover, the Germans frequently
forced educated Polish women to perform the
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